A HERITAGE WALK AROUND HORSELL
VILLAGE CENTRE and HORSELL BIRCH
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A HERITAGE WALK AROUND HORSELL

VILLAGE CE
Introdustsm
Horsell, as a mame, was
first recorded in the carly
1318 cenmury o
"Homshell” - the neme
prabably darbving Troit
the CHd Enghish wonds
*Hairh ' measing " foul
iy} moal Syl (8
ledge or shelf), The pme
otvwininly refers o the
ledge or hill wpon whick
the church stands,
Horsell was a scaitered
eommimity, with ferms
sl coltages on The edge
of the henth. Even in
relatively moder fies,
Fiehls amd pseey
grivungds could be foumnd
slong the High Sereet. I
was the plecemeal
developenent of these that

U3

gave Horsell s paniem off

sireets - the old figld
hourdaries showing up
alnng the back gandens af
ihae heoses of 1B village.

W
This walk starts ot ihe
whups lm the village
EEALFE.

TRE and HORSELL BIRCH

From here you meed to
hend east mlong ihe igh
Sireet (towards ibe
chinrch), passing
Bensteads Cottnge. The
Crown lnm andd Horsell
Schenl on yeur right
wid the Parish Hall &
Institute, The Bl Lisn
and thg (Nl Viearage om
wour e

Bonsieads Coltage

Thee Bsouse on the commer

with Bury Lang was ance

a garags (and previcasly a

eyele slusp) — nan by

Archiz Beestead, Hefore

that, the bullding was Bemabnath
wwsed am the village Pow € aitiay




Office. nam bry Miss Samb

ST,

The howase datis Fromm the
cazly |fh cennary and is o
leszally liasted huldisg

The Parish Hall &

Horsell Fartah Flall was
bt in 1507 @i coal ol
2,00, wirth
sceoemmaodation (or 20
penphe and o room beloe
fior *Men's Socay”
meelngs

T reswn

Thor Wil it

Further enlargements aff
the schoed ok place in
§ED9, wiih the infani
school betng adided in
1912 ai a pust of £1,200
and a furnbee enlargement
rwio years lmer af o cost of
E2000. By 1916 ihere
mere 107 infasis, with
24K ot the mimed school,

The Yicrags

The Vicarage dates from
Victorian Hmes. although
there = some evidence
st 1 Vicsarinn fagade
hiides an esrlier bullding

AX e vap el Chureh
Hill, earelully crow the
ol doile Lyel Gate of

S0 Mury s Chiereh,

[
Clawih

The ald
Ficotoge

Thie bousat | hehind the
War Maemonial) was
presenied b the pariah by
Mirw, Hack m | 857 for use
g& & "Pariah Insivioie’

-

It appears ihat *The
Crown” wan first
establisbed in the 18ik
cenlury, although the
prescnt building is
Wctarian (with obveonis
mnlerm achlithio 1o the
Bedl amad rearh

T el Lice

Although ihe present
pathlic house dases only
from the 1 8th cenfary (at
the eurlient ), there has
Iszen a pub on this e
wanie ot least the mid- 1 &th
century, On 17k
Sepiember, | 366, Bdward
Hoke applicd for a leeece

i open am abe bouse here.
I later years ihe pub
apparcnily spbd rose
buskes grown in the
neartyy Cobbett's Nursery

Lizesll Church Schoal,
The first schesal im Horsell

apparcnily opencd in tha
carly part of the 1T
coniury, a recond of 1818
showing that there wene
165 pugils an the register
T was one of the firs
wchpls in the ares and in
1E33 chirmv-cight of 1he
20 chikiren anendisg 1he
schonl came from
Pyrford, whilst 91 came
from Wioking.

The school was rebuailt in
1ES] by e National
Socicty and with schools
egueming Al Pyrford,
Weatlkeld and Church
Sweet, (O1d) Woking. the
mammbser of children on the
regisier was reduced o
pust £,

It wus pod long, homever, Schon o dhe
before the development of ey Nink
Wy

the willage meeant an
imcroase in Accoemmodation
&l the school and in B2
e pchesi] wns enlarged o
cager for 240

The Folbowing year an srca
ol land swas give o the
achood by the Vicar — the
Rev, Back - foruse mon
playprouss]

Tl sy
f Bt
Fret Sl

Inesell Chiarch

The cailesst puirt i 50,
Mary"s Church - 2 lew
srrsall pans of masanry al
ihe western end of the
Mave - duies from the
mid | 2th cenmury. In
shout | 340 major
alierations were nade
when il bower was
achded, biit by the mid-
15uh cxritiiry 1he chape]
wind deseriboid &3 niimous
sl Im meeid ol eepair. The
place wan rebwili s in
the Tane | 31h comury the
Sauily Adale was added.

Tha chapel remaimed
almost unalierad for the
Hexl 350 year umil m
Victarish temes the
church was “restarad’ by
W.F, Unswarth (who
lived = WonSBambury in
Wineadham Lanej

The easly Mith centary
saw the additon of the
Morth Aiske and Viestry in
15 andl the Trmity
Chapel i 1900

The Churghvan]

The carliest recorded
bastiaky in the church yasd
date from 1485 - ane of
wihick, o Thomas Rocke,
shonws the bongevity of the:
femily in the zres

A4 il b prove the point, ‘.I:::Nmr

ane of the oldes IR

surviving graves m the Ainler

cimirch vand i the tomb ol

Ihemary Roake dmed 1756,

18 15 a Cirale 11 inted

buibding, one of o in

ithe churckyand. the oilser

dating fioen | 769 10 Amn

Roake!
jr——
o [ e vl
At rridery
i frm
i g
e -
(Lo
Newaa: et e
nihy 18] e
Rapraam



Elnving looked arsund
ke chirch amid
churehyard, reiurm ta
Chisreh Hill ihrough ihe
Lych Gate and sgain
earelully cross tve rosd.
Twrm left amil hend
dowm the hill,

Church 1111

Ahhowgh Church Hill is a
Conservabon Aned, there
are only thiee nathonally
Risugdd buibdings in li — the
church and the two Roake
tombs. There are,
Ierwever, i nusnber af old
and interesiing cofiages
om the hill, cme of which
e Bowness (also once
kmawn @ The
Shrubbery®ih on the comer
ol Walilhens Mark Rioas]
and Cliurch Hill, The
Iesse 8 af unknean
oeigin, e it possihly
ihates from the | Eah

Brrwrpnr, o
' o Wit
Wil Pord
Risad

cenmary = alibough the
Tirvemt is chwisisly
Vicinnan

“The Coftage', forther
down the hill, in prohakbly
the Mdest howise on e
hill, possibly dating from
the 17th century of very
carly 1% cxmury.
Anotker | Reh century
cotinge is Kakmia fon the
opposite side of the poad
1o Bowness). Ib was
origisally twa cotinges,

il was lster comvered
it ot — it e hme
hetiig the horts ol i
af the Catrben iy

The sntigue cenire, jan
down the road, was unce
ihe stablde hlock and dhads
of Kalmiy

At the basttom of the hill
turn right inte Arthurs
Bridge Hoad and them
right agaim info Kirby
Homil.

Aroumil the corner turn
left int 5L Mars™s
Roail and then right al
Al end of (e rodd on io
Well Lane.

Sasnit, wn the left, you
will see the entrande to
Hodvonke Crescent.

Sigw i sl ik
o iy il
iy My Pl 4
o of dhe
Wisling {o-
g
Society

usesd i first as allotments
ans] padiducks for the
Society s horses. Later,
plans were drawn up by
e, H. Clapham Lassder
for i 30-Papwse eilater of
wrwken” cottages and 8
new branch siore. Wark
Began in [912 snd wan
completed m June 1914 at
a cosk of gver £9, 000

The branch soce, in Well
Lane, has the instial
“WHED Co-operutive
Souicly” om the side,
although there i some
bt whether the Soclery
ever nlTicially changed jis
name to 1he *Wolking,
Homell & Disirict Co-
operative Snciely”.

Cantime slomg Wekl
Lane io ihe roundslsout,
inking fhe first
turming - Hallbeggar
Lane.

Almest &y spon as you
rider the lang, leok
ueross the romil 16 Well
Farim,

| Earm
When Well Farm was ugp
fior sale in early 2001 the
outate agomis”’ blurh
proudly described itas A
charminmyg Creade 1T histed
frmet {armbsoise
helieved o dme from the
141k century *
The Depanment of the

Envircemment *Hsting”

saates that it is [ 31h

century, with 208h contury

ailifitioes! Unfortunately
e adiitions are i the
front. s that from the
foail there in ljle o see:
of e of Herell's olden
hosnies

Enuide are evposed
timbers and an inglenook
fireplace

Comtinue nlang
Baullteeggars Lane, pas
Hoselill Avenue to the
entrance to the
Lakevhkn Estate aml
Godilvwarth Park. Hore
wui showld crows the
roail 1o Whapshaon
Farm.

L]

Tl rvdrvmca i
Eledlvimaly
[Ered

Wkl F i
it i

Hiell Farm
frvem e iirerT

Hofxnaks Crescent

Some people womnder why
Findyoake Crescend is a
conservalion sien. True,
sowni 0l i houses are
qune niee; bt they are
nothing special. Well, for
Woking {and Horsell)
they are. heeause they
were the first (17 nod the
wnky) developmen in our
wrea hased on the 'ganken
submrh’ design ol the
Edwardinn period.

The radsed brickwork am
the sade of Mo 2. reads
WS Garden Satburh -
192" aied staids for the
Wakimp Ca-openalive
Saofazty, whoss schesne it
W

They bossgin the land
{then kmown as
“Wewhrookes") i |W08-9
from Jurmes Fenm amd

Wiapabott Fyrm
The: pans Whapsdon®
was Tt recorded s ihe
Tih century s
“Wopsheie' | weeping
comer ), although it
shonld be noted that this
was B area of
“Whagshosi House' &1 ihe
etk of Horsell Common
incar Mimbridge)

Huow the Tarm in
Bulibepgars Lane Ixcaine
s called b unclear,
shthoagh oee sory s that
sume past ovwmer of the
fiarms haed once lived at the
origamal Whapshot) and
broughs the name with
them. Indecd. the vory
[poes Further, claimsing that
the previews awners of
the “larm’ bad moved o
Chusch Hill, s 0 howss



niw called "Faslibeggars M lsygmbuiil il L P

All b all, very confimang? P fem e 1y ient timies a
Whapshott Farm is n s "Hultbeggar’ was a

Cemle 11 listexd building miythical cremture, very
dazing (rom the [&dh mixch like an evil goblin
ceniury, but with a [%th Acconhing to local
cenbary exdomion of the legenil, Bullbeggars asel
froma 1w escupy Whe b 1hat
anee Mo @ 1l enmance
di bt {s mow the
Lskeview Esiate, Al nighi
they would come o and
siur lerrorisng ke
neighbourhood - petiing
up ta &l sorss oof mischied

[ 18 in masd kmown when the
Fom -rm Auollbeggars were Lt
i socm i the arca

Centimur alomg
Bullbeggars Lane to ihe
junetion with the High
Sirect. Acroas the road
s Rireh Coftage, niik
Birch Farm on the belfl,
Turn lefi 1o Horsekl
Birch.

Bhinch Cottnge

Than [sike cofiage in the
High Sereet dates firom the
| Teh exntairy.

Alehough it i 8 mber-
Framnesd tuilding, ibe
1ambers you see on the
matside of the house are
epparenthy pot part of the
framing, but kave been
wihiledd later for effect
Harch Contage 15 i Girade
U lissend builedinge

i
The eode ol this biilding
is thooght to deie from
ihe | Eah cemury and is
imbers framed, B mich
of ke oatnidle of the
e has been added in
|ater cenbaries, niriably
ihe Fh contury mnd carly
2k centary

Like Wirch Cottage, Barch
Farm is a Ciracke 11 lesieil
biihding

Where the High Street
opens oat on ls the
common b where
Horsell Rirch begin.
O the lefy is *The
Cricketers”, but our
romte tekes ms fo (e
rhght, pasd Birch Howse
and Elm amd vy
Cattages 1o Viggery
Lame.

Bl Convege

Hira s Mo

The Crscierers lnn T Criveivrs
The oddest pan of the
preseni bailding daies

from the 16th ceniury and

Hhierh B

Hidden behiesd & 1all
hedge, just of T Homell
High Sireet, is this 1Tk

i tivhessframed, ceniury rmber-framed
although i wan laier listed building. Soene of
erkased in brick the framing i sisll visihle

mmaihby during the |Rth
ety when e lronl
part of the bailding was
e,

A varioms imes the
bulbding has appazeniby
been uvad &t village
lock-up amnid  general
sicee, before becoming an
inn Althongh an old
buikdivez. it is ot the
oldest public houss sn (ke
village — the *Red Lion”
chsming (Bat dstinction

Imside, although on the
osstsice 1 has been
Wieph e, ontirely encased im bhrick

Hiprs=el] Birch ¥ indmill
From the mad-19th
century amiil 1he ke
1920, Homsell Birch wm
the home of ane of the
Fursd urusual isdustreal
Semiis jm ethis Jfea - &
sipdmill

The mnill was spparently

* baili by the Srcor family,

who [ved sed worked w
carpeniens in the Harsell
area for many years
James and John Sicer
‘were recondes] in 1845 as
campentor and Luke Sioer
was the owner of the land
ipatt which the il was
et ln @1 ghoit the sarmss
rime. Am lsaac Saeer (aped
A3 was recorded la this
area as a “Masker
Cwrpenacy’ 1 |R3 1, along
with bis won Rueben (171
They may have been good
canpemiors, bt 2 mill-
builders they do mot
nppeat 1o kave been o
ehever. By all aeowrnis o
ageits (hat the mall was
ocarginally a "post mill”
fle. 1t e on 5 centrl
ol b0 Eace the wind), but
ul some stage the Sseers
udded twe lean-in
wiruciures 1o house ther

waorkbench anil saw

These prevesied the mill
fircam mming. 0 thaat if the
wind was nod blowing in
\he right derection, the
mall eosld not work? The
mils faced north-west sl
Just 1A s Uhe il
e b sloeg. thay
wiae hinged o that they
cotild *Tokd” shul dix
provent sy damage

The mll was peplaced by
the: hosse *Mill End® in
1927,

T wrmienll ar
Mrowwa 7 pdwrarty
Pt i i
sl et s



Elmuse by Cntags
These two coltages have
Iboth been extended in
recend yeans, bul the
central part of the twis s
ehieved 1o dite from the
THth cemury

Viggory

I'he mame 'Viggory” isa
cormuption of “Wygeny',
whvich itsell comes from
the Old English name
“Wiega”

Wygery” was [ira
rocended in 1412 when
the bridge over ibe
"Vigpory Frock’ was
recemded as
“Wgerythebmeggpe”
Later necords eall i
Wiygrethe' | 1474),
“Wiggary” (| 161%) and

"Wiggery” in 1807

The stresm can still be
temced from the Footbndge
of Viggory Lane across
the common by
Mimbeidpe.

Harsell Blrch eventmally
Juims Viggory Lane.
Here vaou need 1 lurn
righit and follow the lang
{slgm-pested Viggory
Lane to Sowih Road)

Thi PMlas wan budli in 1881
By Henry Cobbent and
given as o wedding

o resent 1o his won (sl
enlled | lerry) when ke
mamed Mary Ann
Hichwedl.

Oakwoo Hoase
Wit Escabrs on one ke
and The Pls on the ather,
many people ook at
Calenesiu] Flowse an being
the aldest of the three, In
fiact it 1 the voungest
mimher-Framned hoise in
the village. Despiiz
e s e
Bonisl actually bualt in |98 -
wurely one of the best
pioces af 1960k

[ e |
i urchitecture in the srea

widil you wow o Tnsipail
o ilve right into @
modern growp of
Buwsies, Take thils path
ot to Bwssell Hoad,

T gt

Ad Hmssell Road form
left amd ihen right inin
Sowth Fowil.

Ad the emd af Souil
Road twrm befi (heading
tovvards the village
Ernene ).

Exuwsfm  Escainy

e pamnce i
Clgabvinl

The oldest house in the

village is probabdy
I
G Escairs. buailt in the lne
f;“":k".:"‘. 1 5th or garly 16tk
groidl coniury.

[

The oldest part of the
property i 8t the back, with
i cenien] part dating from
{ke 14t cenfury and the
gabled brick fromt heing
nilibeil im the carly | ik
comury,

The chimney is 171k
century

The bouse was §1 oo fis
kmwirwtt s “Eastgahre”,

Cantiner along e High
Serewt v th star of the
walk,




