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A HERITAGE WALK AROUND ST, JOHNS
TO ST JOHN'S CHURCH, LANGMANS and

THE BASINGSTOKE CANAL
Imtresfuciion weas also the right 1o ke
The name "5, Johnd” is sand and gravel 1o repair

relatively minlem — the
village taking ils namc
From the charch — b
Thefiang then this area wan
aimply part o the
campmnon-land of the
Mansar of Weking, withim
I anglent tithing of
Giodding {or Troldswargh).

gntithed then o grase
their amirtals, cul turf for
fisel andd remove small
amsrints of wood, There

their housies and locsl
acks of roads

wought in bay the whale
of Woking Commen 1o
Turm i {80 & vasl
cemetery — covering over
2,600 acres { from
Mayhury kn the g 10
Breockwood m ihe westh
The Viesr of Woking was
comcerned that the poor of
the mrea would lose all




their commaon rights and T o sk
s pventually negotiated w8 5r Ak
for the &l acres of S1 e

Johns Lye o be removed
(ronm the sabe. Had s met
e a0, this arsa may
will have been deveboped
with boiiumg when ihe
Necropalis Company
Began o sl off their
“warplus Lend” firoem the
late 1R50s onwarnds!

The ongin af the name
“Lye” is uncertain, bit it
may come from the (il
Faglsh word *léali”
meaming “an open plae i
o wisd” oF *a prove’. The
descripion would
cenainky ' wiath some
pars of 52, Johen [ye
ndlay

Thaiw sl s
vl e
v b b

buililing with & Nave.
Chancel and & emall bell-
furret o the easlern eml
In 1834 the parish ol St
Joha's was cremed ou of
5a. Peter™s parish andd (he
Fallewang year x Soath
Aishe and Vesry wene
added

The church was sgam
extended bn the 15T
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Fram the church, return
tn Church Hosd (in
Frani of ihe chwrchj and
then turn right slomg
the dirt truck thei
ecomes Jeckmans Lane
(el b

Eventually the lane
Isecnmes a Teatpatl amil
them a kuiie agala! Here
can be seen wome of the
cuttages (hebaw ) haib
wriginally lar ibe
workers at Jackman™s
MErTy,

dnckman’s humsery

In 1E10 William lackman
Founded o nursery on M)
sores of ksl that was

The Walk

The walk starts o the
car park om 54, Jehms
Lye.

The emirange b the car
ark b by the
pedesirian crossdng In
the sillage eentre. Here
there iv abso u hus stog
far ibse who wish o
use pubdic transport.

T ihe left ol the
entrance to the car park
is m trock acress ihe Lye.
ad aleng this towards
the children's
playgromml.

Befure reaching the
Maygromnd, tarn left ol
ihig rrach (bsebow) apd
walk past the homses fn
the eidge wf ihe L

To thee slde of the law
homse (abaove right) bs o
Toaipail thai goes up
e hill im 58, Jahn"s
Charch.

Turm right, into the
churchyarid. aid up 1o
ihe frent of the church,

St Jobn ‘s Chursh

he Chapel of Exe {now
Clwrreh) of S1 ohn the
Bapiast, was buili in 1842
i v Hie westend pari
of ihe ol parish of 50
Peter™s, (DHd) Waking
By tha | B0 the

Eenaphill Usolilswoarth amean
had Begun o develop
with the builiding of ihe
camal {and later the
raalway ) o well ae the
ievelopment ol the bricks
making snd nursery

Iewdusires. P
The Chapel of Ease of 51 Chigoed st
lidhn e Bapiist was sl
diesigned by Ueorge T
Cilbert Scott as o simiple L

evermumally b b known as
1. Judma Hall', Willagen
il fowr sons, rwo of
whemn - Creorge =nd
Henry = took over the
runming o the mrsery
wihen Willsam died in
BT, e yaurs later,
lwrwever, the panasdip
wad diascdved and Licorge
contiiied wo fin the
Bimsiness an his own, By
V&2 1 he had 90 acres
umder cultivation,

emmploing 15 men and
sin boys,

They specialised m
maising clensatis, breeding
ihe well-Kneran =glomanis
Jockmauind © in 1E3
Unfartunaticly Crvege
Ischoman deed in VX0,
lesrvingg the mursery s his
ser, abwn called Ceorge.
He comizmed 10 expand
the buminess, s that
cvemtunlly il coverod vver
30 mcrew, inchading land
It Woych L] il

Ejghey Hiwal, Wisking ":lli-ud
When Grorge hickman e

ilbedd tn FR2D he lef saric
imstructicns i his will,
resulting in ik forced
sale of the S¢. Jobas Hill
e 2l ulsimately 1he
marsery”s remonal i
My fond

The old family home (The
Hollmes ~ laler mmamed
Deemitcad Housse ) was
wahid and the evimie office
cuvettgd o @ Bnisg
e ealled Kelwood,
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Cantinue along
Jackmans Lase, past
Kelvnosd mn the right, in
ihe junciion with 34
Jahms FHl Rewd.

Here you have toe cros
o the pavement an the
aither side of the road,
B careful. o it ks a busy
romil wnd the sighi-lime
are mof tuo good st this
i,

After crosilng (e rosil,
turn right tewards the

rallway bridge.

Just before the bridge is
a twrming on ik bell -
Firbank Lame, Walk
aawn ihe lane paralle]
tu the rallway Ene (sn
yumr Hight).

I is emsier 1o describe
Cripplegate Costage than
it s T e i (] easier i
wee than photograph)!
The aldest pam of the
property dates froim the
misd-16ith cennary, with a
1 Tik-centuey wing on the
cast {laranay Lane) vide
The west wide would
have heen the service end
of an ‘open hall’ house,
Timbers within the house
supgesd ihat the old hall
had been chambened over
befiore the chamney wan
ackled in the 171 centary
At b the samme time a

Thee s it i
ol Lons
ol 5. Seskmii
R Bad

Pl rutfwary
cutting shrwmgh
L T

Woking — Soulbsplon
aitnay

I 1530 the people of
Sosthampann promonsd
ihe iea of buililing
tailway lime from thelr
Aover up la Londes, Flams
were drawn up, memey
mised @l im 1836 work
hegun om what wars soon
narned the London &
Somth Western Railway
The maite wenl from Nine
Elms im Lombon via the
Commiman ot Woking o
Rastngstoke and 1hen
soasth 1o Winchester sl
Somihamgron

I May 1H3H the line was
opened as far 25 Wokieg
Comsun Station, with
Winchileld neached im
Sepiember that year,
Basingsioke in 1839 and
Southammpive in My
[L221

This sectem of the ling
respuired a cutting hreugh
“Cinddywonh' HIlL with
the spioal Frism the oafling
bezimg used for e
embankment fisrther
long the ling =i
Brookwood,

1i was whilsi digging thi
cutting thai a member of
shark's teeth wene
disoovensd, prving ihe
marine nature ol the
umderying rocks of ths
arca.

O anecident al inberest
egurred on Chrismas
Day 1830 when. after
weeks of heavy min, the
wide of the cuttimg
codlapsed, blocking one
line and threatening the
other. Men workond afl
might i ey 1o clear the
slip, bul by noom (ke
[oflowing day 1hey were
only pasially soccesaful,
s it engans had 1o e

called from Nime Elma i
complyte the job,

Cantinue aleng Firbank
Lane to the esil. noting
sume of the Vikiorian
properibes ballt sn the
shie of the former
Jackmian’s Nursery.
Sear the ond of the Lang
there bs @ *road” sl
padh on the Bell that
leaids to Bracen Hil
(abvich

I voa wksh you can iake
this path, scross Hescon
Hill wnd then dovwm a
sterp, dirt paih io S5
Johins Kive and S
Johis Road,

I yom do, however, yom
will mivs a glimpse of
Cripplegsie Cottuge. wo
comlinue right te the
very end of Firhank
Lans (t0 the gaie of
Janaway Heuse, below ),
where you mest (wrm
left dewn the fonipath fo
Jamaway Hill

Kr Fodewti Kol

At S Jokns Rosd ture

left and when
comvemiesl oross pver
the raad b the
pavensent um the
npposiie wbile of the
road,

Bsryal Ok Cireen

In the paat, on either side
of the roml bere, wan a
“green” kneim an- *Ronad
Ok Gireen®. 1 was

o e i probably named after 3
new ‘gast wing” wae fwaii det o pishlic hosoe | Lader nla
wddided, repllacing ihe ol conmad fiew lpscrwen) s " The Ball* )
apeni hall el pariour, ":f“" el wihach sioogd on the other
Crigmlegaie Coninge isn LM:':_I;M wiile of the reilway in
Cirade 11 listed budlling el Calkege Lane
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The name “CGoldsworth”
wian [irst reconded in 1129
i 'l Chahibeonds”
preshably reconding a
hoard of gold ¢ains

i Womas b discoversd in
the amea soenctime hefoee
the carly | 3th ceniury.
The tihing covered mat
Jusd most of nial i now
G lidwworih Park but, as
mentsoned m the
intrcaduction, also all of
what i nosw SL Johis,
Eoraphill wiil Wik o
Tht sren was pan of the
Planos of Wiking. but
froam the | fah cemiury
ihere was @ small “subs
imance” knorwn = “Hlale
End® oo "Harefansds”
recorded im the anm.

Cindduwon® was Foandad
scma dime in the 170608 by
Jamss Tumer. who grew
maanly Erees and whnghs:
an cafy catalogue lsed
up i fifteen varieties of
rhodadendrons - & plant
thai had only recently
been imtroduced inso (ki
country from the
Americas

by FBOM the nursery was
beimg fun try Roben
[hnaldl, 0 wiell-kneram
muneryman of kis day
wnBwrne wists Calsa called
Roben) ook over the
rumning of the mursery in
1548, By 1861 he had

Bt iy thee earsery
busipess at Ooldiwnrth o
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cover 2H) acres,

employing 35 men amd -'u.J::_-- -:-.l
buimley e
borys. Bobert Donald Jr oo i

dieed in 1263 and fora it
whale ihe propeity Lawe
uppears 1 have been
envnicd by branches of the
Waterer, Jachman snd
Chandier families - all
wellknowwn local nursery-
mEn

Im 1RTT the *stock aml
poodwill” of the marsery
were bought by Walier
Charles Slocock fie
ELTEA, wuh & boan of
£1.534 For working
caprital. Within s few
vears he had buili up the
business, =0 that by the
FRSCs salis reached
almosi £14,000 poa., and
when be died (m [1926)
han personal fortanc
amevumied o £24:4 0001
W.C. Slocock™s twa soms,
Walter Ashley snd Olnves
Charles, both joined ihe
firem, with Cilsver’s son,
Smrtin, evennalbly aking
v the husiness in ke
197k 11 was Mariim
Shacock who cvemtually
solid the land for the
tuilding ol the

mning the momey 50 buy
the ol ' Kmaphill
Warery' = where kis
grandfuiber had ket his
iracke.

Ilaving ¢russed 51,
duhms Reail, continie
hraiing wist (lewards
51, Johio), around the
cormer (ahoyve) and
dlmm thee il past
Wimningtan Was {on
wawr right), to the
|umction with Lamgmans
lane.

Tarn down Langnaansy
Lane aver the caral via
Langmans Wridge.
Hlere vou necd 1o mrn
left an i ihe owpat
aml hesd lowards S1.
Jobis, but Befere seu
e, go virnkght ahend
amd look right te view
Langmans.,

Langmsans

Since 1979, when
Langmasn was saved
from the developers by o
lixcal cosaple infemi na
rexioning it 1o @ formser
glary, the history il
Langmans has been
cantfnlly pieoad wngether
i liks the houss)®
v was bl aboan 1340

pust Befoee smoke bays
became Bwhiomable, uned
was originally 5 iwoe-hay
apen hall house with raw
wi=story bays on either
e, The southerm {nghi
hand) hayv has an (neernal
jeity eves Ehe hall and the
maflers over 1he ponhom
hay il shwrw signs of
B

There are misdern
extershns 1o the rear

In 1719 the howss was the

J ergmasu
LI

[FENENEN

e

Goldswarh Park estale, Jame

home af a man called

Edwand "Hanous” = wha oy —— e

Tarmed just aver six acres T

15 may b that this isa drndye st
Faocl Xanem

cearuption of the lecal
nzme “Hone', o an
Edward Hone was
recorded m the area in
171 L. his son, kahn, baser
golmg on 10 be recorded &8
& “gurtier’ i dealer @
Tearther and hides) ol
ol

| 1841 the tithe map
reconded that Travial Percy
was (he pocupier of ike
propery whiche ai tha
time. was owned by a
man called b Spooner
The nasme *Lamgmans”
comes fromm an cecupacs
af the property from the
1RE-- carly 190 called
Ihaimsas Lasgman - a
FeibrEd aEmilary | ioT
wha ia desciibed 1y Jogad
directories of the perind
35 living at *Brooking” ar
"Brooker’, Goldsworth.
I 1979, when the howse
was sold ot muction, it had
mat plembsng (only an
b tap), mldew,
mmioiadd, dry Fot
wniilwons s Hang
dasrip The main pood was

supponed by a car jack
il the cesaponl was figll
1o everflowing. We are
luckey still o have
Langmaasss i adire!

Adter viewing
Langmans, refurn fo e
tovwpath and bead
towards 5L Johna

{upstresm).

The Basingstoke Capl
Comysirugison of the
Hasengsaoke Canal sisnicd
=t Woodham in | TRE and
wis opened as far as
Horsell by [ 791, Pirhright
by 1792 s finally
Hasangstoke in 1794,

In this arca the watoraay
clinsha 33 feet, feom the
botsom of Lack Seven
ahwrve Langmans Hridge
tis thie i of Loek Eleven

uf Kilm Bridge

The hrulge takes iy mme
I the kil chat wene
extablished hore o make
ehe bricks for the bocks
arhll brdges

How good the bricks
were, Wwever, i i seme
denibi, 3 thete s 4 pepon
m Augusi | TE9 thal masy
bewchs on the cana| were
‘s gxceedingly had that
wiuch the greater pani’
wan hortally unfit for s
In total, 161 480 bricks
wene fTosmel 10 be faulsy!
The Basingsioke Canal
wits mainly an
“agrculisral” waleriay,

carryimg Mour snd imber
from Harspshize anid
Wesl Surey downstream
i Londos, wiik coal and
finmhed goods carmied on
the returm joomey.

Sally, the canal was
never & gl sucosss and

Liwd Svem.

Wisnderst!
Kevdpr




v chie early part of the
2ich cemury this section
i ke canal was no longer
navigable - some of the
lole-gmle being damaged
In s the Surmey &
Hampihire Canal Souiety
was formacd o resioee the
walgrway and evenoually

Lock-Rexpei’s Cottugs
By Lock Ning, on i
apposiie bank of the canal
o the wwpaily, was he
lock-keeper™s cotage for
the Gioldsworih flight of
lighes 1t has boen sdded
i ey imes iver (b
years, o thal now it 1%

Pesth Surrey and hard 1o work oan cxactly
Hamspshize County what i woulil have
Ty Ll Coumcils bosight their |k hike catgtivally
1_!.,._“,. ' seginons o o e Tha obd pan s the cemral
':'*""" canals sarvival portsan (highlighied
.I.-.;JI: :m“ It i v maintasned by el wiih the smaller
[, the Hasingstake Camal e and the alightly Continme slong the wese daveloped by the Kifm Meickpr
et Aurthoeity. maon:: westhered ol towpaih, under Jnckman and Slececk
Woodrnd Bridge, up to Limilies 1o supplemen
Laock Ten and kil iheir nusery baninesses
Bridge.
Kl Bricgs

The Brick-
T kil by Kiln Bridpe
wene sitmaied beside the
canal betwoon Rohin
Howll Raoaad ao] Ciimprass
Bl

They were some of the
first 1o b dug in the srea
anik must have hegn
exhausted soom after the
canal win opened. Oher
brick ficlds were sitmabed
lorwer down 1he canal on
what is nenw pait of
Ciekdwworth Park. These

Omgimally all the bridges

wver the camal were [vke
Langmans or Waodend
bridges. b with the
cdmimg oF Tor iranspor
I i garly J08h eemtiiry,
must of the main bradpes
hasd 10 e rebusili. Kiln
Bridge was the first b he
webeilt, i 1299, dee
maindy i the increass i
traffic for the sy
bharencks (whene the
|keriman housing estale
is by b

The owners of 1he camal T v mp Bt
agreed 10 provide the new 15 Fsl s Kidn
fiumdsticn for the bridge iy
omn candition that Wolking

Council provided the new

briclpe amd mamtsined it

Allter anceniing the
sleps, wrm vight amdl
erons ibe hridye,
Fetuirtiing e the start of
e walk by urmlng
Umiler Kilin Bridge, dovwm the “exii® spur
beelivrst you tirm up the e s IO S, Johens Lye Car
abeps s refurs to the Bl PMPark

Ly, ihere b am old Privbaa

World War 11 Plllboy -
new incarporaied nie
the back wall af ihe
shaps af Hermitage
Raml.

World W 11 PIBox
There are just tiree
piliboxes pow surviving
n the Wiking sevtion of
the canal: ihis one, oes b
the south of the canal &
Tlackhorse Foad {under
the milway arch) mx] =
Pirheigin Brdpe,
Tirookwood




